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One beautiful morning the Antics awoke
'And read in the paper about circus folk,
And their wonderful skill, and the tricks that they do,
'And Jimme said: "We can do circus tricks, too."

They stretched an old rope with great care in the yard,
But realising the tight-rope was terribly hard.

They all had a tumble except Hose Marie,
\"I guess p'raps your foots are too heavy," said she.

They swung from trapezes; they leaped with rare grace;
Through hoops and o'er hurdles they ran a wild race;

Hut somehow or other they all got such thumps
That Mother tied up half a score or more bumps'

When Father returned from the citn that night
He cried: "Why! Why! Why! What a horrible sight!
"Been playing at circus! Well, i.w't that queert
I've got circus tickets f<tr all of us here!"

RIDING A TORTOISI
jlHrTMAGIC SOÂF BUBBLE
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their 'red« and c«rorted hsr
through tho palace door.

Ned cautiously peeped In again. The

room was filled with fairies about a.«

large a« your thumb, dancing here und

there and singinp a low, «weet song.

On perceiving that a mortal was gni-

ing at thrm they hopan to dance morí

slowly, and presently ren«ed alto

gether. Whereupon the Queen, look-

Ing ahoi;- to aFcrrtain t+ie reason and

catch N'O'l's admiring fare,

exclaimed:

her like waterdrops ti .«»««i-ad«?

Just outside; "I only wanted to let yOU
know whs* I eould do; but I am re««!;.
to be as polite as ynu wish."

"May it please your highness," inter¬

posed the Gnome, who at this point
squeeze himself through New's legt
and ente: cd the door, "to give my

mortal friend a «irop of your crystal
wine, in order that he may regain r

n ?" The Queen Fairy
looked politely inquisitive. "You see,

y'.ur highni ome wenl on to

< HAPTEl ni.

Ned and ti o Gnoms continued t

Journey down the valley, following
cryptai "fren" .¦ water» he

lv.it n short . me hffore ae«

torted flgui I they came t

beautiful waterfall, down whoso

v»*y sheen «lid numerous water spr

and water faciès.

"Over yonder." exclaimed

Cromf, "lives the Fairy of the I,i

Fhe brews a mniiic liquid from ch«

»rberrief, whieh, I am told. If you

«drink a thimbleful, will enable you

Brepain your natural shape. There

gro^s now over the br «lee on «orne si

errand, I dare say."
Ned watched the fairy stepp

a\cro«s the silver network which hi

above a minia1 urc Niagara, that

fcould easily ba\e spanned with a s

sjle step. Catching up a handful

berrie», he followed her, not heedi

the Gnome'« remark "that ehe woi

jirobably prefer te ru^ them hersel

and, almost treadinp on some- of t

fairies who were bl.wing about in t

long grass like the flowers they r«

resented, threw the berries in a he

Ot the, door of her castle.

It was, indeed, a most beautiful lit'

Jialace. Ma,'.e of brilliant crystals,
»parkled in the sun like a rainbo

Inside, it was eren more exquisite, f

all her little subjects, the flower fairi

and the woodland fays, had adorned

With many lovely thing«.

Ned stooped over arid peeped In

the daorwsr. liiere was a bright ligl
inside which came from a little sti

Suspended from the ceiling, the cryst

walla on all sides reflecting the ligl
with great brilliancy. Here and thei

Were draped beautiful laces, no doul

Spun by the spiders kept by the fairi«

for that purp

"I'orar," «aid the Gnome snmewhi

impatiently a« Ned's curiosity still hel

him at the little castle's doorway, "com

away, or else the Queen will not r«

turn. How i» she to enter if you bloc

8»p her entrance?"

Following his advice, Ned withdrew

«ome little distance and stood watch

i'g the gay scene around him. Hun

|| of insect« were flyirg abont am

large, gay winged butterflies fluttere,

©ver the flower«. On some he notice«

t ny figures and others with blades o

grass tied around the necks of robins,

bluebirds and golden oriolea were alsr

flying about in midair, while son«

Bailed on the silver backs of fishes, or

floated in shells upon the water near

r « '¦,'

"i/ook!" cried the Gnome suddenly.
**here she comes." A half horse chest

with damask roseleaf lining,
mounted on four ivy-berry wheela and

with four shining beetles for horse.«

came driving up from the waterfall.
Teanini back in her carriage sat the

Queen Fairy, fanning her face with a

« ties cam« to a

of the palace, and th<-
g up her white satin

uii!. Instantly numer¬

ous ladies in waiting jumped from oS

f
»

< . r ii i

"Do not rise," she said.

"No wonder you feel s<> faint, my

little fays, and that you stop your

merry dancing. The hot air is pouring
in upon us from a fiery furnace out¬

side. Look here, my giant friend," she

added, coming up to Ned. "if you ./ant

to see how we live you mustn't hold
your mouth open with astonishment.
'Youth breath Is very hot to us little

people!" With that the mischievous

Queen jumped quite unexpectedly on

Ned's note and gave it a sharp pinch.
"Don't cry," said the fairy in a

cheery voice, the laughs falling from

explain, "he bei eaten foo heartily of

¡gnome cake, and that, together with a

gobletful of gnome watermelon wine,
has caused him much inconvenience, as

well as an entire change of form."
No sooner had he finished speaking

than the queen called the Waterfall

hairy, the Brook Fairy and yet an-

other, somewhat smaller, called Violet
Water. "I!

when they hud re her,
"hasten to make a draught of r

wine, that this mortal may drink and
assume once more his natural shape."

"Move off!" cried a shrill voice In
«.I» ear, and, looking up, he saw a

¦agon, who seemr-'l to be a tort

of polieeman for the fairies. "How can

ou pect these Ladies in Waiting to

their Que« n'1 commands if you
1 land th.re 1 I royal exit?"

"Tell your friend to sit him down ami

mtly. for it will tnke soni"

to brew the magie draught." said

the Queen to the l.nome. who repeated
her words to ved Fie was very glad,
indeed, to rest, for, not being accus-

tomed to carj-y to much weight on his

young legs, he felt very weary and
somewhat d ¡«con raged. However, re¬

lief waa in sight, and. following ths
suggestion of the good fairy, he threw
himself down on a mossy bank and
waited.

Before long the three fairies re¬

turned, hearing between them a lily
filled with a white liquid. As they ap-

proached the Queen herself came forth
from h.r crystal palace, followed hv

many of her subjects. Stepping up to
v lure Nad lay, she .-«aid in a soft voice:

"Do not rise, for even now you are

much too tall for me to reach your
lips. I myself must pour this magic
<«. me upon your lips." So saying, she

'. pped lightly upon a stone close by
and, bending forward, placed the lily
to Ned's mouth.
The next moment he felt a strange

lenaation running through him, and
looking down at his hands and feet he

delighted to see that they were
becoming smaller and smaller. Though
great was his delight, he did not forget
his manners, and, turning to the little
fairy, said: "How may I ever repay
yon for your great kindness to me?
Indeed." he added, scarcely able to re¬
strain the tears which came to his eyes,
"whatever would my dear mother have
thought had I returned to her in the
form of a giant!"
"Thank me no more," answered the

Fairy Queen, "for gladly will I do any
favor for the boy who thinks of his
mother first. In the future, should
you need my aid, hang this ring about,
a bluebird's throat and send him to
me." And with these words she placed
a slender gold ring upon Ned's little
finger.
"But how shall I catch the bird?"

asked Xed, his curiosity aroused be¬
fore he had time to think of thanking
ber small highness.
"Whistle thrice upon a blade of

grass," she answered, "and the bird
will fly to thee. Then place the ring
about his neck and bid him hasten to
the Fairy Queen of the Lake."
During all this time Ned had been

growing smaller and smaller. He had
almost forgotten this, when his little
friend, the Gnome, exclaimed: "There!
You're your own self again!" At which
Ned turned to the Queen, and, after
thanking her again and again, ran

hastily to the brook to assure himself
that such was the case. Sure enough,
the reflection that met his eyes wan

proof, and once more Ned was a boy,
although far from home and in a

strange land. At the same time he had
a ¡.rave heart and loved adventure,
and now that he was his natural self

he felt a keen desire for more

adventure. So, bidding farewell to his
kind friend, the Fairy Queen, and her
three Ladies In Waiting, he accom¬

panied his httie guide, the Gnom«,
down the valley.

MY THREE DOLLS
By Isabel Allardyce.
II IAV'1'. threr «¡oil», the dearest dolls

Thnt ever you did see,

They're Clementine, and Rosabellr,
And Susan-Ann-Marie.

I'm very proud of Clementine,
lor she's a lady fair,

She has the daintiest dresses.
Blue eyes and golden hairj

So when my friends upon me call,
Or I go out to tea,

I always tnke my Clementine,
To show her off, you see.

Now Rosnbelle's a baby doll,
So very big and fine,

I don't know any one that has
A baby doll like mine.

She's bigger than my rousin Dan,
Who's nearly six week» old,

And when 1 want to carry her
She's more than I can hold;

And so I wheel her in a coach,
And O she looks» so swell,

I hat all the children envy me

My baby Rosabelle.

Hul when I've been a naughty girl,
Or can't go out to tea,

Or when I'm ill, I play all day
With Susan-Ann-Marie,

lor though I'm proud of Clementine,
And vain of Rosabelle,

I love my dear old raggy-doll
Far more than I can tell;

And every night she comes to bed.
And snuggles down with me,

She's such a very comfy thing,
Is Susan-Ann-Marie.

By DORIS FLEISfHMAN.
Can you guess how old this tortoise

i«? No? Then I'll tell you all about it.
It was born three hundred years ago,

'way down on a little island in the
Pacific Ocean, near the coast of Ecua¬
dor

Just as the little boy who is

sitting on the tortoise's back is
quite sure that it is the slowest auto-

mobile he haß ever used. For, when it

goes its very fastest, and works hard

all the time, it can In a whoi« dsii
night go only one mile. And juitti
.you can walk a mile in one-thiat
an hour!
But then you are rot at Hutji

the tortoise, for it weight fowll
dred pounds. This is a parti»-ulaSfl
one, they say, for it is three 'retal
There are not many left which aw
old or as big as he is, for -hiai
grow up they are captured he as¬
men, who like to take the oil gat
inside and use it.

Three Rainy-Bay Games You
Can Mafee in a Few Minutes

By PATTEN BEARD.
FOR boys an,I nirls who like to

'.lay Kann- = here are some new

ones that you may make your¬
self on some stormy day when there
seems no interest in the old games
that have been played so many

times before. These games are all

made from simple materials that you
will find in your own home.boxes,
buttons, envelopes, pencils. In le<s

than five minutes, with any of these
materials, you will find your own

fun almost ready-made.
The game of GET THERE

QUICK is made with a big square
box-cover about ten inches square.
smaller or larger.and you will

merely need a colored pencil or

crayon to draw the board and some

buttons for the men to play with.

PitCC the box-cover upon its rims
to stand on a table, and with ruler

a
draw iron comer to corner op-
poaite. «rossing tTie box twice and
making four divisions.

\*ext. from the centre of each side
t<-> its opposite, draw two other lines

that cross and divide the box-cover
into eight sections.

\ow. measure each side of your
box-cover and mark it off into four
equal portions. Join each of these
with its opposite. Color each scc-

tion alternately. Then the game-

board is made.

To play with, you will need four

large white buttons of uniform si/e
and four large black buttons. The
counter is some heavy metal button.

To make the counter take some

box-cover about three or four inches

square and divide it with pencil into
four sections. Number these 1, J, .*.
it. Toss the metal button over the
box and take is many moves on the
gamc-boird as the square where
your button lias fallen tells you.

The object of the game of GFT
THERE QUICK is for each player
to try to place his men in four op-

posite triangles of the centre of the

game-board. The first to do this
wins.

Two players play the game.
I'lny is made in turn

Buttons may be moved about in
any direction. As many as three
may at one time go upon the same

section of the game-board.
No player may win, however, till

hi» men keep the four chosen cor¬

ners alone.
When there are two buttons of

.similar color on an inner section of
the game-board wifh an opponent's
man, the player to whom these be¬
long may send the other player's
man to any outside section he de¬
sires.
The complete number of moves

given by the counter must be used
each time.

The game of NOTED PEOPLE
may be made in the same way with a1
large box<Over. It ihi aid have its
top marked oil in twenty eight seo-

ttoi a, making enough squares for
you to write the alphabet consccu-

Edit "ml lu r elephant
Were walking out >>nt dun.
Admiring the growing thing*
They met lûong the Vlüij%

m suddenly they heard a squeal
And, caught bt neat h a gati.
1 lu a tau a cunning little pigj In guita a dreadful stale,,

//V begged I hem hot h in help him oui
t nd »o they went to tcork

It'itlt hand* and feet and heart and none
] \Atid many a tug and jcrkm ' ~ > i

//< was a vera grateful pig,
Though somewhat stiff and sore
And possibly not quite so round
*As inthedausotyore%

lively, placing two blank sean
somewhere upon the board betas
the letters.
Each player must have s bats

with which to play the gime, Î
must also have a pencil and psecci
paper.

ITay is made in turn by tcsÉ
the button so that it falls on a hü
that the player desires. Fach plsj
must obtain the letters that Of
the name of some noted pertoa.
t-tartinn: out, some name may
chosen and both pl.iyen may .
which can make it first. All le»
that are not desired are, of COBS
discarded. A blank square eatil
a player to toss for another I
twice in succession. Records ¦
be kept upon the piece of paper si
pencil. Players may also take aaS
that are different from each eat»
provided there are the same twa*
of letters in each pla)cr's name..
first to make his name wini.

The game of SCRABBLE
is played with two long pencils,I
white buttons, and six l>la«k burtsl
Ml buttons must be at leaet.tBSS

fourths of an inch in dimeter sail
Hat).
The game is played by two plaj"1

upon a long dining-room table St

kitchen table that has a cloth esal
o\er it

Place a very shallow pen-tig
saucer at the end of the tabk
posite the starting place Ai
ton«, black and white, are pi»«
an even row at the e id ~- the!
that faces this rinishirt- point j

At a given signal each P»
«-tarts his buttons toward tat,
sired goal, using nothing M

\ pencil to guide them.
Any button that falls off the!

must start at the beginninK agHj
By I'tesMMg the r«Ue of tlw

ton with the hard en«) of the fj
the button is made to hop up. '

dexterity, it may be made to *

into the saucer. The tirst W .!
hi-? six buttons into the .*.*
wins this exciting and tunny a*

>J8 W^iMM
Uon, ». Suim by - Kar Ssls Baaa»
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